WORK IN ITALY,  1787-1794
in the Royal Academy. This is an invaluable acquisition
to all the northern part of Europe. There is a report
that the artist who made these casts, will also bring casts
of the finest pieces with him to this city in his return to
France. I am concerned to tell you that the noble group
of the Toro went to Naples about three weeks ago, and
the Duke of Tuscany is removing all the statues, granite
basons, and the obelisk from the gardens of the Villa
Medicis to Florence ; but to make some amends for these
losses the Pope is continually adding some valuable piece
of art to his museum. It is not possible in the compass of
a letter to give any account of particulars. I can only
observe that in rooms built of fine architecture, and the
richest marbles, with pavements of the finest Mosaics with
figures historical, theatrical, etc., all of antique work-
manship, here are to be seen groups, statues, busts, bas
reliefs, and therms innumerable, of the most wonderful
productions of art, together with many animals, and frag-
ments of animals broken from statues, the size of nature ;
as heads of bulls, cows, horses, camels, elks, rhinoceroses,
mules, asses, and whole statues of lions, goats, and other
inferior animals, which give an unlucky contradiction to
those wise connoisseurs, who assert that the ancients did
not represent animals well; for these are every thing but
alive. You have seen the Etruscan vases and the other
curiosities of this museum, I must mention excellent
news for the arts in England* Colonel Campbell is
returning, and brings with him to London three hundred
G                                  33